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Dear Douglas 
 
MARRIAGE AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL: RESPONSES FROM 
SCOTLAND FOR MARRIAGE 
 
1. I have seen Gordon Macdonald’s letter of 5 November 2013 on your website. 
 
2. The Government agrees that – so far we are aware – Scotland for Marriage tried to 
send the responses to the consultation email box which the Government used for the 
consultation. 
 
3. It appears that the responses did not reach the Scottish Government because of the 
invalid “return path” used by Scotland for Marriage.   The “return path” is the address used to 
reply to emails.   Scotland for Marriage have advised that over 4,000 of their responses had 
the return path of www-data@recovery.   
 
4. As I have indicated previously, this is missing, at the end, a top level domain (such as 
.com or org.uk).   In addition, in email addresses the portion of the address after the “@” 
symbol needs to be convertible into a numeric value, its Internet Protocol or IP address.   
“Recovery” does not appear to be convertible in this way.   Conversion is done by lookups 
performed on publicly-available name or Domain Name System (DNS) servers. 
 
4.   The reason why the Scottish Government system does not accept emails with an 
invalid return path is that such emails are commonly spam. The Government’s 
understanding is that it is common for IT systems not to accept emails with invalid return 
paths, in order to reduce the amount of spam which the systems receive.  In this case, of 
course, the emails were consultation responses.  It remains unclear to the Scottish 
Government why Scotland for Marriage used a return path of www-data@recovery for 
consultation responses. 
 
5. I advised Dr Macdonald in my letter of 11 October that the Scottish Government is 
prepared to consider any additional points made in responses which we did not receive that 
were sent before the closing date for the consultation.   I said this again in a further letter 
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dated 24 October to Dr Macdonald.   I phoned Dr Macdonald on 1 November to say this 
again and followed that up by email.   Dr Macdonald replied on 1 November to say that he 
had “asked Scotland for Marriage’s information technology department to collate the missing 
responses.   It is my understanding that this information has been compiled and it is now 
being checked by our lawyer.   I shall contact you again once this process has been 
concluded.” 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
SIMON STOCKWELL 
Family and Property Law   
 


